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Book Review: The Other America by Michael Harrington
1. Harrington believes that government assistance is different for rich people and poor people. How does he believe the assistance is different? Discuss. 

Harrington purports that the government did not assist the poor people due to denying them access to good health, good housing, proper skill and education, deprived aspiration levels as well as increased degrees of mental distress. It is through such claims that Harrington suggests that America requires a broad program that will advocate for remedial action that will assault the aspect of poverty comprehensively (Harrington, 1997). 
2. Harrington disputes the assertion that "poor people cause their problems." Discuss. 


Harrington's disagreement with the claim that poor people cause their problems is quite distinct when he points out that a norm has been created which makes poor people unable to save themselves from poverty. The level of discrimination created by the American regime towards less fortunate communities such as the African-Americans who have toiled thousands of unpaid hours makes it impossible to come out of poverty (Harrington, 1997). This depicts how the rich people have strengthened the poverty line in America through enjoying unpaid labor hours for their fortune gain.
3. Harrington maintains that the majority of poor people are not on welfare. Discuss. 
A lot of people from poor backgrounds are afraid of being on welfare as a result of pride. A belief has been nurtured within this group of people which makes them comfortable to try fixing their financial problems instead of seeking assistance which in turn may paint a bad image of themselves. Besides, the assumption of welfare being a source of help is disputed heavily by Harrington who claims it to be more of a lifestyle. This is to mean, once a person joins welfare, chances of getting off it are narrowed to none (Harrington, 1997). 
4. Who are the poor people “left behind?” Why? 

Individuals who were unable to move on as semiskilled, skilled, as well as the elderly, make up the group of poor people "left behind". The reason behind their abandonment comes from their poor spending habits which left them with nothing making it impossible to advance similar to what their peers had done or the workers who had been laid off and had no source of revenue (Harrington, 1997). 
5. What are the reasons that Harrington believes cause Other America to be invisible? 
The primary reason accorded by Harrington which caused the invisibility of the Other America is poverty (Harrington, 1997). The invisibility aspect is seen through the description “everything is black and dirty” and the accusation that this particular community was unprivileged and undereducated. Harrington believes, addressing poor people in such a manner made them feel invisible in American society. Considerably, the poor people had no voice or face in the society which made it more difficult to come out of poverty when the government is not willing to be of any assistance (Harrington, 1997). 
6. What does Harrington mean by the phrase “Socialism for the rich, free enterprise for the poor.” 

This ideally means that the poor are destined to poverty while the rich are groomed for wealth. Harrington points out that the American government utilized public funding in the construction of luxurious homes instead of considering to rebuild homes or broken roofs in poor communities (Harrington, 1997). 
7. What is required to fight a “war on poverty” and which level of government must fight this war? Why? 

The war on poverty can be fought through the destruction of pessimism as well as fatalism notwithstanding the embellishment of the Other American. State governments and private agencies in American have clearly shown their incapability to deal with problems regarding poverty. This means it is only the Federal government that can win the war on poverty (Harrington, 1997). 
8. Harrington provides a lengthy discussion of a number of groups of people who compromise the Other America. Discuss two of these groups. Include a broad description including: Who are these people? Why are they poor? What are some of the significant problems for this group? Include any other descriptive information that would help your reader understand the problems experienced by this group. 

The first group is intellectually poor people. Their poverty results from a lack of knowledge that spear-heads growth (Harrington, 1997). They are likely entitled to jobs and are willing to move into public housing establishments. Their primary challenge is work instability and culture of poverty which surrounds them. The other group comprises of the Bohemia who are interracial that has caused a deeper tension in the community when African-Americans began to invade their settlements (Harrington, 1997). A lot of resistance was met from the Caucasian community. In as much as the cost of apartments for this group was relatively cheap, the livability of the rooms was not conducive. This led to most the members of the groups illegally live in industrial lofts. Here, they had to live with rats, bugs as well as litter. 
9. Provide an analysis of your impression of the Other America today. Have things improved or deteriorated? What remains to be done? Who should do it? Think in broad societal terms when answering this question? In essence, you should address the question, “After 50 years does the book The Other America still reflect American society.” Be relatively brief. There are no right or wrong answers. You should reflect and demonstrate critical thinking skills. 

For a half a century, today's America still shows some reflection of the ancient Other Americans. A comparison between Harrington’s view of the American regime and that which is administered at the moment paints minimal change to reality. Poverty continues to be a huge concern in modern society where lots of people are in welfare while little money is channeled to poor communities as job opportunities continue to narrow by the day. As it was in ancient times, the change to this predicament can be solved by the federal government whose intentions are not in favor of the wealthy in the society but also some sense of inclusion within the less fortunate community.  
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